
Greek soldiers carried a large, 
round shield called an aspis. 
It was made of wood and was 
curved, a bit like a large dish. 

Because they were made of wood, Greek shields didn’t last. There is only 
one known surviving example, which is in a museum in the Vatican.
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Did You Know…?

The shields were slightly 
less than 1 metre wide 
and weighed around 
7kgs. A Greek soldier 
would hold it by putting 
his left arm through a 
leather strap on the back.

Sometimes, the whole front of shields were 
covered in bronze, whereas others just had 
bronze around the rim. A common design 
on shields used by Spartan soldiers was 
the letter lambda, a bit like an upside V, as 
shown in the picture. This is believed to be 
because lambda was the symbol of Laconia, 
the region of Greece where the city of Sparta 
was located. Soldiers from Athens sometimes 
had shields decorated with an owl, which 
was a symbol of the goddess Athena. Soldiers 
from the city of Thebes sometimes decorated 
their shields with a sphinx. Sometimes, shields 
were decorated with a club belonging to the 
mythological warrior Heracles.         

Historians believe that the curve of the shields 
meant that they were used as flotation devices 
when travelling across rivers. They also think 
that the shields were used to carry dead 
bodies back from battlefields.
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Use the template below to design your own Greek shield or you could 
draw your own, bigger circle. Remember to draw a pattern around the 
outside - here is an example:

Choose a design for the middle of your shield. It could be the first letter of 
the place where you live or the symbol of a famous person you admire. 

Could you make a model of your shield? You could use cardboard, 
modelling clay or papier-mache.

Challenge
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