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A busy, busy, first week back after half-term: book fair, Pancake races in Reception, Parents’ Evenings, 
raising money for Heart Heroes and of course World Book Day. Huge thanks for all your support and 
engagement with school last week and especially for the outstanding effort made by all for World Book Day 
– the children looked wonderful and it was great to feel the buzz in school created by the costumes, door 
decoration, potato characters and visiting author and illustrator, Mark Stubbs – who we thank for his time 
and enthusiasm with the children.  
 

       
 

        
 

We are extremely grateful to Mrs Jones for her work in organizing this celebration of reading for pleasure 
and the enjoyment it can bring. As usual, behind the fun lies a serious message: reading regularly leads to 
increased understanding of vocabulary, improved verbal and written communication skills, increased 
cognitive ability and social/emotional health and understanding. There are many published studies of the 
impact regular reading has on improved outcomes for life and this is why we continue to encourage all our 
children and parents to “Strive for Five” and read for 10-15 minutes together at least 5 times a week. 
Class teachers will have plenty of ideas regarding interesting and exciting things for you and your children to 
red together so please just email them if you need any support – time spent reading will help your children 
achieve more and below is a link to one study that explains this in more detail: 

The-relationship-between-reading-age-education-and-life-outcomes.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/jcooper/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Curriculum%202021%2022/The-relationship-between-reading-age-education-and-life-outcomes.pdf


   

 

PTA Fundraising Meeting 
Storms before half-term prevented our first 
PTA meeting of the year. The meeting has 
been re-scheduled for tomorrow, Wednesday 
9th March at 8.00pm. We will establish how 
the PTA will be organized and run and produce 
a calendar of events for the year (including 
Community Groundworks Days to help us 
maintain and develop the site), all with the 
experience and support of previous PTA 
members who will be on hand to offer their 
insight. Those of you with any interest in 
finding out more about the PTA, please come 
along and see if it something you would like to 
get involved with. It is important to make clear 
from the onset that no-one is interested in 
having parents signing their life away to having 
to attend all events/meetings etc. It is about 
contributing as little or as much as you want in 
any ways that suit you – anything and 
everything will all make a difference to the 
children at our school, so have a think and 
hopefully we’ll see you on the 9th. 
 

 

Punctuality 
There have been over six hours of lost learning over 
the last two school weeks due to children arriving late 
in the morning. Late entry into class disrupts the 
learning that has already started for those who are in 
on time as well as disadvantaging the child who is late. 
This is clearly unfair and unnecessary and the school 
will consider issuing fixed penalty notices via the Local 
Authority for persistent lateness from now on. 
Furthermore, there has been a dramatic increase in the 
number of children being collected late. At 3.00pm 
every day, staff are responsible for taking registers for 
children still on site: bus children, after school activity 
clubs and after school care club. It is a busy time and 
having to deal with children who should be off-site at 
3.00 increases the potential for children to be 
unsupervised, registers not taken accurately and 
individuals going missing. This is extremely serious in 
terms of keeping all our children safe and late collection 
fee will be made via ParentPay as follows: children 
collected over 5 minutes late and failing to inform the 
office will be billed the late collection charge of £5 with 
an additional £5 for every 15 mins late thereafter. 
 

 

Forthcoming Dates  
 

Weds 9th Mar   Reception and Y6 School Nurse in for Height and Weight checks 
Weds 9th Mar, 8pm  PTA Meeting – discuss how you can help/be involved 
Fri 11th Mar    Y5/6 visit to London, Imperial War Museum  
Thurs 24th Mar, 2pm   Reception Class, Mothers Day Afternoon Tea 
Fri 25th Mar, 3-5pm   KS1 Film Night  
Fri 1st Apr, 3-5pm   KS2 Film Night 
Fri 8th Apr, 1:15pm  Spring Downs Walk – Parents/Carers Welcome to join us 
Mon 11th – Fri 22nd Apr     Easter holiday 
Mon 25th April   Staff Training – SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tues 26th Apr   Summer Term begins 
 

COVID-19, Vaccines and Illness reporting within School 
As you will all no doubt be fully aware, the guidance around COVID-19 has changed.  The Department for 
Education has given advice to parents, which can be found here What parents and carers need to know 
about early years providers, schools and colleges during COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) There is no 
longer a legal requirement for people with COVID-19 to self-isolate, however “if you have any of the main 
symptoms of COVID-19 or a positive test result, the public health advice is to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people. This helps reduce the chance of passing COVID-19 on to others.” A vaccine 
programme for 5-11 year olds is planned across Primary Schools in England, the NHS have yet to provide us 
with more details here, but we will keep you posted as we learn more.   
Please do remember that regardless of what the illness is, it is vital you notify the school if your child is not 
going to be in. Absences can be reported to the school office via the dedicated absence line (01885 483238) 
or email (office@brockhampton.hereford.sch.uk). Please note, our policy for Vomiting and Diarrhoea is 
48hrs from the last episode, but most other illnesses do not require additional time off and your child can 
return as soon as they are well enough.  Similarly, please do let us know if your child is currently being 
treated for Headlice or Threadworm, so that we can notify parents of a case in the class and the spread can 
be minimized.  No one wishes a child to be out of Education for any longer than is necessary and we will 
continue to do our utmost to provide support and advice wherever we can. We thank you for your support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
mailto:office@brockhampton.hereford.sch.uk

