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Phonics Packs 
Every child on the Read Write Inc Phonics programme will receive a Phonics Pack. This pack will contain sound cards, green words that contain these sounds and red words.  Red words, also known as common exception words or tricky words, can’t be sounded out which makes them difficult to read and spell. Therefore, they have to be learnt by sight. Your child has already been taught these sounds and words in phonics sessions so you do not have to teach them anything new. 

It would significantly benefit your child’s progress if you could support them in reading and spelling the sounds and words in this pack. Repetition, little and often, of key skills has a huge impact in helping develop children’s long-term memory and recall of those key skills. This pack will keep you informed of which sounds your child has learnt at school meaning you can support them in sounding out words in their daily reading. The more confident they become with recognising the sounds and words, the more fluent their reading will become. You may practise them in any way that works best for you but below are some activities/games you could play at home. 
Fastest Finger

Lay the sounds/words out on a table. An adult will say “fastest finger on the sound ay” or “fastest finger on the word play”. Whoever puts their finger on the correct card first gets a point. 

I Spy

Ask your child to think of words that contain a sound in their phonics pack. 

I spy …. something beginning with ‘mmmmm’.

I spy …. something beginning with ‘sh’.

I spy …. something with the ‘ai’ sound in. 

Oral Blending

In early reading it is important that children are able to hear how sounds are blended to make words. Sound out some words e.g. ch – i – n. Check to see if your child can hear what word is being sounded out. 

Be the Teacher

Children often love taking on the role of teacher and sharing their learning with others. Allow your child to test you on reading/spelling the sounds and words in the pack. Make some mistakes to check they are looking carefully and the sounds and spellings. 

Word Scramble

Display some letters or sounds e.g.    m     a     s     t     h     p     i     n     and see how many words your child can make e.g. mat, sat, hip, tip, ship. 

To make the game harder, introduce a time limit and see whether their score improves with practise.

Rhyming Pairs

It is important that children can hear rhyming words. Once they can identify rhyming words it will help them to read and spell them. This game follows the style of ‘pairs’. Write pairs of rhyming words on pieces of paper or use the green words from the pack and turn them over. Take it in turns to turn over two words and read them. If they rhyme you keep them, if they don’t turn them over. 

To make the game easier write the rhyming letters of the words in a different colour e.g. cat, mat, rain, pain.

BINGO

Choose some sounds/words from your pack. Each player writes a selection of 9 sounds/words down on a BINGO board.  Turn over one sound/word and read it. If you have this word on your BINGO board cross it off. Continue to choose words until a player has crossed off all the sounds/words. 

The sounds and words in the pack will be changed twice a half term or every three weeks depending on the length of the half term. We will send out a text the day before they need to be bought into school. We will then change the sounds and words and send the packs home with your child. If we do not receive the phonics pack, we will not send out new sounds and words. For adults in school to use their time in the most efficient way, we would appreciate it if you could send back the words and sounds together in the paperclips they were sent out in. 
If you have any questions regarding these packs, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher. 

