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 Read Write Inc Phonics
What is Read Write Inc Phonics?

Read Write Inc (RWI) Phonics is a programme which helps children learn to read fluently and at a speed so they can focus on developing their skills in comprehension, vocabulary and spelling. The programme is designed for children aged 4-7. However, at Brockhampton, we begin the programme in Pre-school and will continue teaching RWI Phonics to children beyond the age of 7 if they still need support in their reading. 
We aim to deliver these sessions that are underpinned by 5 key principles:

Purpose – know the purpose of every activity and share it with the children.

Participation – ensure every child participates throughout the lesson. Partnership work is fundamental to learning.

Praise – ensure children are praised for effort and learning, not ability. 

Pace – teach at an effective pace and devote every moment to teaching and learning.

Passion – be passionate about teaching so children can be engaged emotionally. 

How do we teach Read Write Inc Phonics?
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Adults deliver the RWI Phonics programme every day for 30 minutes. Children are taught in ability groups to allow for fast-paced and focused teaching. Initially the children are taught sounds with a familiar picture and rhyme. This encourages them to associate initial sounds with objects and supports their letter formation. For example, mmmmmm Masie mountain, mountain. 
At the beginning of the programme children will learn to say, read and write Set 1 sounds. At this early stage we do not use letter names. 
Set 1 Sounds
Set 1 sounds are taught in the following order:
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Teaching sounds in this order means that children can quickly (after the first 5 sounds) start applying their sound knowledge to word-level work (reading and spelling). 
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The following Set 1 sounds are all ‘stretchy’ sounds and should be elongated when introduced. It is important to avoid saying ‘uh’ after each sound e.g. mmm not muh, sss not suh, fff not fuh.
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These next sounds are ‘bouncy’ sounds. Make the sound as short as possible avoiding ‘uh’ at the end of each sound. 
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You will find it harder to avoid saying ‘uh’ at the end of these sounds so keep the sounds as short as possible. 
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The short vowels should be kept short and sharp.
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Fred the Frog plays an important role in RWI sessions. Fred is only able to speak in sounds, not whole words. We call this Fred Talk. Children are ready to blend sounds together to read and spell words once they have learnt the first five sounds: m, a, s, d, t and can say them in and out of order at speed. To blend, children will begin by identifying and saying the individual sounds in a word (Fred Talk) e.g. m-a-t. They can repeat these sounds a few times saying them more quickly followed by the word. Once they are confident in reading CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words e.g. pin, they will practise reading CCVC (consonant, consonant, vowel, consonant) words e.g. shut. When they are secure in blending, they can begin reading and writing a range of words that contain the Set 1 sounds. 
Set 2 Sounds
[image: image16.png]terrible tie!
tie, magpie, flies, tried, pie, lie




Most vowel sounds have more than one spelling. Set 2 sounds are long vowel sounds. Set 2 sounds are taught in the following order: 
All of these sounds are ‘stretchy’ sounds. Each vowel sound is learnt with a rhyme.



When blending sounds from Set 1 and Set 2, we use the same technique as described above. Children will identify and say the sounds and blend them to say the word e.g. p-l-ay, s-t-ar-t.
Set 3 Sounds
Most Set 3 sounds refer to the alternative spelling of vowel sounds. There are also some additional sounds within set 3 such as ‘ti’ and ‘ci’ within tion and tious/cious. Set 3 sounds are taught in the following order:


Similarly, to Set 2, Set 3 sounds are learnt with a rhyme. 





Blending these sounds follows the same technique as Set 1 and 2 sounds. 

For help saying the sounds in Set, 1, 2 and 3 follow the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qB6SvZscxgg.  
Nonsense/alien words

As well as learning to read and blend real words children will have plenty of opportunities to apply their sound recognition skills on reading ‘nonsense’ or ‘alien’ words e.g. floap, stoam, pid. This plays an important role in helping the children to decode and break down unfamiliar words in their reading books. These words will also feature heavily in the Year One Phonics Screening Check in the summer term. For more information of the Phonics Screening check, please see A Parent’s Guide to the Phonics Screening Check on the school’s website. 
Applying phonics when reading

When children start reading single words they will be introduced to books that they read and share with a partner and their group. Children will be exposed to a range of short fiction and non-fiction books in which they can apply their increasing knowledge of phonics. Each book will be read three times. The first time will have a focus on blending and decoding and any new vocabulary will be discussed. The second will focus on developing pace and fluency. The third read will focus on comprehension and adults will ensure that each child has a good understanding of what they are reading. 
Green and red words
Within these books the children will encounter green and red words. Green words are words that contain sounds they have been learning and are easily decodable e.g. bin, this, snow, letter. Red words, also known as tricky words or common exception words, are not easily decodable but appear frequently in everyday language. Such words include: what, your, I. 
How can I help my child at home?

The best way to support your child at home is to hear them read for 10-15 minutes, five times a week in order to support them in reaching and maintaining the expected standard.  When they get stuck on a word, encourage them to sound it out and give praise for effort. 
It would significantly benefit your child’s progress if you could support them in reading and spelling the sounds and words in their phonics pack. Repetition, little and often, of key skills has a huge impact in helping develop your children’s long-term memory. Phonics packs will be sent home twice a half term and will contain sounds, green words and red words that they have been learning at school therefore you do not need to teach them anything new. 
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m – mmm (keep lips pressed together hard)


s – sss (keep teeth together and hiss - unvoiced)


n – nnn (keep tongue behind teeth)


f – fff (keep teeth on bottom lip and force air out sharply - unvoiced)


l – lll (keep pointed curled tongue behind teeth)


r – rrr (say rrr as if you are growling)


v – vvv (keep teeth on bottom li and force air out gently)


z – zzz (keep teeth together and make a buzzing sound)


th – thhh (stick out tongue and breathe out sharply)


sh – shhh (make a shhh noise as though you are telling somebody to be quiet)


ng – nnng (curl your tongue at the back of your throat)


nk – nnk (make a piggy oink noise without the oi)








t – (stick tongue behind the teeth – unvoiced)


p – (make distinctive p with lips - unvoiced)


k – (make sharp click at back of throat)


c – (as ‘k’ make a sharply out - unvoiced)


h – (say h as you breathe sharply out - unvoiced)


ch – (make a short sneezing sound)


x – (say a sharp c and add s - unvoiced)





d – (tap tongue behind the teeth)


g – (make a soft sound in throat)


b – (make a short, strong b with lips)


j – (push lips forward)


y – (keep edges of tongue against teeth)


w – (keep lips tightly pursed)


qu – (keep lips pursed as you say cw - unvoiced)





a – a-a-a (open mouth wide as if to take a bite of an apple)


e – e-e-e (release mouth slightly from a position)


i – i-i-I (make a sharp sound at the back of the throat - smile)


o – o-o-o (push out lips; make the mouth into o shape)


u – u-u-u (make a sound in the throat)





ay   ee   igh   ow   oo   oo   ar   or   air   ir   ou   oy





ay – may I play?


ee – what can you see?


igh – fly high


ow – blow the snow


oo – poo at the zoo


oo – look at a book


ar – start the car


 or – shut the door


air – that’s not fair


ir – whirl and twirl


ou – shout it out 


oy – toy for a boy











ea   oi   a-e   i-e   o-e   u-e   aw   are   ur   er   ow   ai   oa   ew   ire   ear   ure   tion   tious/cious





ue   ie   au   e-e   kn   ck   wh   ph





ea – cup of tea


oi – spoil the boy


a-e – make a cake


i-e – nice smile


o-e – phone home


u-e – huge brute


aw – yawn at dawn


are – care and share


ur – nurse with a purse


er – a better letter


ow – brown cow


ai – snail in the rain


oa – goat in a boat


ew – chew the stew


ire – fire, fire


ear – hear with your ear


ure – sure it’s pure


tion – pay attention, it’s a celebration


tious/cious – scrumptious, delicious


ue – come to the rescue


ie – terrible tie


au – Paul the astronaut 


e-e – go Pete and Steve


kn – knock knock, who’s there?


ck – tick tock clock


wh – whisk, whisk


ph – take a photo




















