Top 10 Tips for Reading at Home
1. Match their interests. Help them find the right book-it doesn’t matter if it’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry or comics. Check out our Book Recommendations page on the school website to help you find the right book for your child. 

2. Get comfortable. Let your child find a comfortable place for reading in or around your home. Let them choose to read on their own or snuggle up with an adult to share a book. 
3. All reading is good. It doesn’t matter what, where or when they are reading. Try reading signposts, leaflets or cookery books. Younger children might like reading to a pet or their favourite teddy. 
4. Read again and again. You may not want to read the Gruffalo for the 50th time but re-reading books is great for younger children! It can improve confidence, fluency and long-term memory. 
5. Bedtime books. Books before bed should not be underestimated for children of all ages. Whether they are reading to you or you are reading to them, this is a special time to wind down let your imagination wander. 
6. Praise. Be specific on what they have done well. E.g. ‘You looked at the sounds in that word really carefully before reading it’, or ‘You read that paragraph really fluently’, or ‘You used brilliant expression for that speech’. Children like to know what they have achieved and being specific in praise will encourage them to show it again the next time they read. 
7. Rhyme and repetition. Books and poems which include rhyme and repetition are great for encouraging younger children to join in and remember the words. 
8. Ask questions. This is crucial in developing children’s understanding of a text. It can also support them in developing empathy by putting themselves in other people’s shoes e.g. what would you do if you were this character? Why do you think they reacted like they did? Do you think it was the right or wrong thing to do? Books are a fantastic way to learn new vocabulary. Children need to understand 95% of words they read in order to meaningfully engage with a text so take time to explore the meanings behind new and unfamiliar words.
9. Make books part of your family life. Make reading the norm in your household. The more children see members of their family reading, the more likely they are to read themselves. 
10. Choose books together. We all know that children love to be involved with decision making so why not join a local library or go to a book shop together to choose their next book. Let them explore the variety of book on offer by looking at the front covers and flicking through the pages and illustrations. They might be more eager to read if they’ve had a hand in choosing it themselves. 
