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Read Write Inc Spelling
What is Read Write Inc Spelling?

RWI Spelling is an interactive programme which teaches spelling in a fun and engaging way. Short videos, games and targeted activities help children learn spellings with common patterns and rules as well as teaching common exception words (words that do not follow a spelling rule). 

We aim to deliver these sessions that are underpinned by 5 key principles:

Purpose – know the purpose of every activity and share it with the children.

Participation – ensure every child participates throughout the lesson. Partnership work is fundamental to learning.

Praise – ensure children are praised for effort and learning, not ability. 

Pace – teach at an effective pace and devote every moment to teaching and learning.

Passion – be passionate about teaching so children can be engaged emotionally. 

How do we teach Read Write Inc Spelling?

Children begin the RWI Spelling programme once they have passed the Phonics Screening Check in Year One or Key Stage One teachers believe they can read at a Year Two level. Adults deliver the RWI Spelling programme everyday for 25 minutes. Children are taught in ability groups to allow for fast-paced and focused teaching. 

RWI Spelling is an interactive programme which teaches spelling in a fun and engaging way. Short videos, games and targeted activities help children to learn spellings with common patterns and rules as well as teaching common exception words (words that do not follow a spelling rule). 

Practise books and log books
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Each child will have an individual practice book where they will practise their spellings through activities and games. These practice books will be used on a daily basis and will be kept in school.

Children will also have a log book. The log books are split into units that explain the rules as well as giving handy tips and rhymes for remembering them. During the week, children will log spellings that they find difficult or get wrong on a previous spelling test. These log books should come into school and go home everyday with the child’s reading book and reading record.

Green, red and orange words

Green words are decodable words that belong to a particular spelling rule. 

Red words are common exception or ‘tricky’ words that belong to Year Two.

Orange words are common exception words or ‘tricky’ words that belong to Years Three, Four, Five and Six. Red and orange words cannot be sounded out making them more difficult to spell. 

Activities and Games
Each spelling unit it broken down into short activities and games that include:
Speed spell – children will be tested on 6 green words learnt in the previous spelling unit. The marking of these spellings is done during the session so that if children get a spelling wrong they can immediately see which part needs correcting and can then record this spelling in their log book to learn at home. 
Spelling zone – the new spelling rule is introduced and any new vocabulary is discussed. 
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Dots and dashes – children annotate green words with dots and dashes. Dots are used to show a single sound in green word e.g. a, g, m. A dash is used to show sounds that are made up of 2 or more letters e.g. ay, air, tion. 
Word changers – in this activity the children learn what a root word, prefix and suffix is. Prefixes and/or suffixes are added to green words to change their meanings. Adding a suffix  may change the spelling of the root word. 

Words to log and learn – children choose words that they find difficult to spell and record them in their log books. These words should be learnt at home. 
Dictation – an adult dictates two sentences for the children to remember and write. These sentences contain green and red/orange words from the spelling unit. It is marked in class so children know the spellings they got right and wrong. 

Four-in-a-row – this is a game where children work with a partner to spell green words. The first child to spell four green words correctly wins a point. 
Choose the right word – children need to choose the correct word to fill in gaps in sentences. 
Team teach – children work in small mixed ability groups to order green words from easiest to hardest to spell. They then work together to think of ways to think of ways to remember the spellings for the most challenging words. Groups are then tested on these words and the group with the highest scores wins a point. 
Red/orange word test – throughout the spelling units adults will help children to learn red/orange words (approximately 6 per unit). At the end of each unit the children are tested on them. 
How do adults assess children’s spelling?
As well as continually assessing the children’s spelling knowledge throughout activities in these units, we do half-termly spelling tests. These tests consist of 20 green and red/orange words. Any weaknesses identified in these half-termly assessments are addressed in following spelling sessions. One of the most important ways to assess the children’s spelling is through their independent writing throughout the school day. This, again, is something that is done continuously and is also discussed in internal and external writing moderations with other teachers.  
How can I help my child at home?
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Throughout Key Stage One and Key Stage Two children will learn to use and apply over 70 spelling rules. It is therefore crucial that you support them in learning their spellings for a short amount of time, five times a week. Words that your child finds difficult or words that they have got incorrect in a spelling test are recorded in their log books. If a child’s spelling attainment is not at the expected standard, they will not be able to achieve an age-related level at the end of the year. 
If you would like some ideas of games to incorporate into your spelling practise at home, class teachers have created a list of ‘Spelling Games’ which can be found on the school website. 
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